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The Dead-Horse Arum 
 

The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the 
word of our God shall stand for ever. 
 – Isaiah 40:8 
 

A flower called the dead-horse arum has a problem. The individual 
flowers are able to receive pollen for only one day. To make matters 
worse, its male parts are not mature that day. The next day, the male 
parts of the flower produce pollen, but the female parts of the flower 
have shriveled up and cannot receive it. 
 
The dead-horse arum, which grows on islands in the Mediterranean, has 
a unique solution to this problem. When it's ready to pollinate, the flower 
begins to generate heat and scent. The scent smells like rotting flesh, 
which attracts blow-flies. The flies, looking for a place to lay their eggs, 
crawl into a pocket around the base of the flower stalk. There, the blow-
flies are trapped by spines and filaments. If these flies had previously 
visited another dead-horse arum, they transfer the pollen they picked up 
there to the female parts of the plant. The next day, when the male parts 
of the flower are producing pollen, the flies, now coated with this pollen, 
are released to pollinate another arum. 
 
The complex dependence of the arum on the blow-flies – with its 
custom-designed features to lure and hold the flies just long enough to 
ensure pollination – had to come into existence all at the same time and 
in perfected form, making it a testimony to the genius of our Creator. 
 
Prayer: Father, I thank You that the entire creation glorifies You. Help 
me to glorify You with my life. Amen. 
 
Ref: Science News, 12/13: 2003, pp. 379-381, Susan Milius, "Warm-Blooded Plants?" 
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Upcoming	
  Schedule:	
  
Mon.	
  8/5:	
   PRAYER	
  AND	
  FASTING	
  for	
  CBC	
  
	
   	
   5:30-­‐7:00	
  pm	
  @	
  Burger	
  Boy	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  The	
  Pastor	
  Is	
  In	
  	
  
	
  
Wed.	
  8/7:	
   5:30-­‐6:30	
  pm	
  @	
  Mountain	
  Christian	
  Church	
  (MCC)	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  Music	
  Practice	
  
	
   	
   6:30-­‐8:30	
  pm	
  at	
  MCC	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  Fellowship	
  Meal	
  &	
  Bible	
  Study-­‐The	
  Tabernacle	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  (Look	
  for	
  an	
  e-­‐mail	
  sign-­‐up	
  for	
  a	
  dish	
  to	
  bring.)	
  
	
   	
   	
  

Thurs.	
  8/8:	
   1:00-­‐3:00	
  pm	
  at	
  MCC	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  Women’s	
  &	
  Children’s	
  Bible	
  Study—The	
  Names	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  of	
  God,	
  Chapter	
  21,	
  “Judge”,	
  pp.	
  101-­‐105	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  
Sun.	
  8/10:	
   10:00	
  am	
  @	
  Los	
  Vecinos	
  Comm.	
  Center	
  “Upper	
  Room”	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  Sunday	
  Service	
  
	
  
General Fund (GF) Financial 
Summary: Month of YTD through 

 
July 2013 July 2013 

GF Income (5 deposits made in July)  5,093.23   27,857.25  
GF Expense  4,678.31   25,530.68  

% of GF Income Spent 91.9% 91.6% 
	
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:	
  
• CBC	
  desires	
  to	
  be	
  supportive	
  of	
  the	
  Parks	
  family,	
  so	
  please	
  

consider	
  taking	
  them	
  a	
  meal.	
  	
  Sign	
  up	
  online	
  at:	
  	
  
www.CareCalendar.org/logon/155597	
  	
  (Security	
  Code:	
  3020)	
  

• HAPPY	
  BIRTHDAY	
  to	
  Benjamin,	
  8/7	
  and	
  to	
  Gideon,	
  8/9!	
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