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Sermon
Spotlight



Ephesians 2:2-3

“… the prince of the power of the air 
(Satan), the spirit that is now at work in 

the sons of disobedience … who are
by nature children of wrath,

like the rest of mankind.”



Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. Blessed are you 
when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 

Matthew 5:10-11



Rejoice and be 
glad, for your 
reward is great 
in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.                 Matthew 5:12



In all 
circumstances 
take up the 
shield of faith, 
with which you 
can extinguish all the flaming darts 
of the evil one.                     Ephesians 6:16





Matthew 28:18-20

All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age.



I will be there 
for you. I will 

guard your back 
in battle – join 
me in this holy 

battle and guard 
my back as we 
fight together.



Pray for persecuted Christians



Worship
In Song



HE REIGNS
CCLI Song # 4026635

Peter Furler | Steve Taylor
© 2003 Soylent Tunes (Admin. by BMG Chrysalis US)

Ariose Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
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It’s the song of the 
redeemed

Rising from the African plain
It’s the song of the forgiven

Drowning out the 
Amazon rain



The song of Asian believers
Filled with God’s holy fire

It’s every tribe, every 
tongue, every nation
A love song born of a 

grateful choir 



It’s all God’s children singing
Glory, glory, hallelujah
He reigns! He reigns!

It’s all God’s children singing
Glory, glory, hallelujah
He reigns! He reigns!



Let it rise above the four winds
Caught up in the heavenly 

sound
Let praises echo from the 

towers of cathedrals
To the faithful gathered 

underground



Of all the songs sung from 
the dawn of creation

Some were meant to persist
Of all the bells rung from a 

thousand steeples
None rings truer than this



It’s all God’s children singing
Glory, glory, hallelujah
He reigns! He reigns!

It’s all God’s children singing
Glory, glory, hallelujah
He reigns! He reigns!



It’s all God’s children singing
Glory, glory, hallelujah
He reigns! He reigns!

It’s all God’s children singing
Glory, glory, hallelujah

He reigns
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CHRIST IS RISEN
HE IS RISEN INDEED

CCLI Song # 6399205
Ed Cash | Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty
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How can it be the One 
who died

Has borne our sin 
through sacrifice



To conquer every 
sting of death

Sing sing hallelujah



For joy awakes as 
dawning light

When Christ's disciples 
lift their eyes



Alive He stands their 
Friend and King

Christ, Christ He is 
risen



Christ is risen He is 
risen indeed

Oh sing hallelujah



Join the chorus 
Sing with the redeemed

Christ is risen He is 
risen indeed



Where doubt and 
darkness once had been
They saw Him and their 

hearts believed



But blessed are those 
who have not seen
Yet sing hallelujah



Once bound by fear 
Now bold in faith

They preached the truth 
and power of grace



And pouring out their 
lives they gained life,

life everlasting



Christ is risen He is 
risen indeed

Oh sing hallelujah



Join the chorus 
Sing with the redeemed

Christ is risen He is 
risen indeed



The power that raised 
Him from the grave
Now works in us to 

powerfully save



He frees our hearts to 
live His grace

Go tell of His goodness



Christ is risen He is 
risen indeed

Oh sing hallelujah



Join the chorus 
Sing with the redeemed

Christ is risen He is 
risen indeed



He's alive He's alive
Heaven's gates are 

opened wide
He's alive He's alive

Now in heaven glorified



He's alive He's alive
Heaven's gates are 

opened wide
He's alive He's alive

Now in heaven glorified!
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MIGHTY TO SAVE

CCLI Song # 4591782
Ben Fielding | Reuben Morgan
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Everyone needs 
compassion

Love that’s never 
failing

Let mercy fall on me



Everyone needs 
forgiveness

The kindness of a 
Savior

The hope of nations



Savior, He can move 
the mountains

My God is mighty to 
save

He is mighty to save



Forever, Author of 
salvation

He rose and conquered 
the grave

Jesus conquered the 
grave



So take me as You 
find me

All my fears and 
failures

Fill my life again



I give my life to follow
Everything I believe in

Now I surrender



Savior, He can move 
the mountains

My God is mighty to 
save

He is mighty to save



Forever, Author of 
salvation

He rose and conquered 
the grave

Jesus conquered the 
grave



Shine Your light and let 
the whole world see…

we’re singing
For the glory of the risen 

King...
Jesus



Shine Your light and let 
the whole world see…

we’re singing
For the glory of the risen 

King



Savior, He can move 
the mountains

My God is mighty to 
save

He is mighty to save



Forever, Author of 
salvation

He rose and conquered 
the grave

Jesus conquered the grave!

CCLI License # 11074362 







Worship
In Song



FIND US FAITHFUL

CCLI Song # 18259 Jon Mohr
© 1987 Birdwing Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

Jonathan Mark Music (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management)
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We're pilgrims on the 
journey of the 
narrow road

And those who've gone 
before us line the way



Cheering on the faithful
Encouraging the weary

Their lives a stirring 
testament

To God's sustaining grace



Surrounded by so 
great a cloud of 

witnesses
Let us run the race

Not only for the prize



But as those who've 
gone before us 

Let us leave to those 
behind us



The heritage of 
faithfulness

Passed on through 
godly lives



Oh may all who come 
behind us

Find us faithful
May the fire of our 

devotion
Light their way



May the footprints that 
we leave

Lead them to believe
And the lives we live
Inspire them to obey 



Oh may all who come 
behind us

Find us faithful



After all our hopes and 
dreams have come 

and gone
And our children sift 
through all we've left 

behind



May the clues that they 
discover and the mem'ries

they uncover
Become the light that 

leads them to the road we 
each must find



Oh may all who come 
behind us

Find us faithful
May the fire of our 

devotion
Light their way



May the footprints that 
we leave

Lead them to believe
And the lives we live
Inspire them to obey 



Oh may all who come 
behind us

Find us faithful
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JESUS MESSIAH

CCLI Song # 5183443
Chris Tomlin | Daniel Carson | Ed Cash | Jesse Reeves
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He became sin who 
knew no sin

That we might become 
His righteousness



He humbled Himself and 
carried the cross
Love so amazing, 
love so amazing



Jesus Messiah
Name above all names

Blessed Redeemer
Emmanuel



The Rescue for sinners
The Ransom from heaven

Jesus Messiah
Lord of all



His body the bread
His blood the wine

Broken and poured out 
all for love



The whole earth 
trembled and the veil 

was torn
Love so amazing, 
love so amazing



Jesus Messiah
Name above all names

Blessed Redeemer
Emmanuel



The Rescue for sinners
The Ransom from heaven

Jesus Messiah
Lord of all



All our hope is in You
All our hope is in You

All the glory to You God
The Light of the world



Jesus Messiah
Name above all names

Blessed Redeemer
Emmanuel



The Rescue for sinners
The Ransom from heaven

Jesus Messiah
Lord of all

JESUS MESSIAH
LORD OF ALL!
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The Lord’s 
Supper



The Word
of God

Acts
7:58-8:8



Advancing
The Church 

Through Persecution
Acts 7:58-8:8



2 Chronicles 36:22

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, 
that the word of the LORD by the mouth of 
Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred 
up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that 
he made a proclamation throughout all his 

kingdom and also put it in writing …



2 Chronicles 36:23

Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, “The LORD, 
the God of heaven, has given me all 
the kingdoms of the earth, and he 

has charged me to build him a house 
at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever 

is among you of all his people, may the LORD
his God be with him. Let him go up.”





Acts 1:8

But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.



2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his 
promise as some count slowness, 

but is patient toward you, not 
wishing that any should perish, 

but that all should reach repentance.





With God-ordained 

persecution comes evangelism, 

glorification of God, 

the expansion of the His 

Church, and resulting joy..



Spreading The 
Gospel Through 

Persecution



Roman Emperor Diocletian

The Christian religion is 
destroyed, and the worship of 
the Roman gods is restored.





Tertullian 
155-220 A.D.

“That, the blood of the martyrs is the seed of 
the Church has a depth of insight that is all 
too often lost on believers today. We have no 

trouble thinking of persecution and martyrdom as a great 
obstacle to the spread of the gospel, which will not, 
however, be successful in hindering Church growth.



Tertullian 
155-220 A.D.

“We would have no problem affirming that the blood 
of the martyrs is a hurdle which, by God’s grace, can 
be overcome. But to say that the blood of the 
martyrs is the seed of the Church is an 

altogether different concept.





God Ordains 
Persecution 



Acts 1:8

But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.



The followers and believers in Jesus –

WILL receive power from the Holy Spirit.
WILL be Jesus’ witnesses in Jerusalem. 

WILL be His witnesses in Judea. 
WILL be His witnesses in Samaria. 

WILL be His witnesses to the end of the earth. 





Acts 11:19-21

Now those who were scattered because of the 
persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as 
Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word 
to no one except Jews. But there were some of them, 
men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch 

spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord 
Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a 

great number who believed turned to the Lord. 



Acts 11:22-24

The report of this came to the ears of the church 
in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.

When he came and saw the grace of God, he was 
glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to 
the Lord with steadfast purpose, for he was a good 
man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great 

many people were added to the Lord.



From Persecution 
Comes Much Joy



With God-ordained persecution 

comes evangelism, glorification 

of God, the expansion of the His 

Church, and resulting joy. 



Worship
In Song



DAYS OF ELIJAH

CCLI Song # 1537904
Robin Mark 
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These are the days 
of Elijah

declaring the Word of 
the Lord



And these are the days
of Your servant Moses
Righteousness being 

restored



And though these are 
days of great trials,

of famine and darkness 
and sword



Still we are the voice
In the desert crying,
“Prepare ye the way 

of the Lord."



Behold He comes
Riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun
at the trumpet call



Lift your voice
It's the year of Jubilee
and out of Zion's hill

salvation comes 



🎶



And these are the days 
of Ezekiel,

the dry bones becoming 
as flesh



And these are the days 
of Your servant David,

rebuilding a temple 
of praise



And these are the 
days of the harvest

The fields are as white 
in the world



And we are the 
laborers

in Your vineyard,
declaring the Word of 

the Lord



Behold He comes
Riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun
at the trumpet call



Lift your voice
It's the year of Jubilee
And out of Zion's hill

salvation comes 



Behold He comes
Riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun
at the trumpet call



Lift your voice
It's the year of Jubilee
And out of Zion's hill

salvation comes 
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