Tabernacle Lesson Eight A

I. The Ark of the Covenant - Exodus 25:10-22 "And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two cubits
and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half
the height thereof. 11 And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within and without shalt thou overlay it,
and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about. 12 And thou shalt cast four rings of gold for it, and
put them in the four corners thereof; and two rings shall be in the one side of it, and two rings in the
other side of it. 13 And thou shalt make staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold. 14 And
thou shalt put the staves into the rings by the sides of the ark, that the ark may be borne with them. 15
The staves shall be in the rings of the ark: they shall not be taken from it. 16 And thou shalt put into the
ark the testimony which | shall give thee. 17 And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold: two cubits
and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof. 18 And thou shalt
make two cherubims of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends of the mercy seat.
19 And make one cherub on the one end, and the other cherub on the other end: even of the mercy
seat shall ye make the cherubims on the two ends thereof. 20 And the cherubims shall stretch forth
their wings on high, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and their faces shall look one to another;
toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubims be. 21 And thou shalt put the mercy seat above
upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that | shall give thee. 22 And there | will meet
with thee, and | will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims
which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which | will give thee in commandment unto the
children of Israel." Numbers 7:89 "And when Moses was gone into the tabernacle of the congregation
to speak with him, then he heard the voice of one speaking unto him from off the mercy seat that was
upon the ark of testimony, from between the two cherubims: and he spake unto him."

A. The Mercy Seat was only a picture of what according to 1 John 2:1-2? 1 John 2:1-2 "My little
children, these things write | unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world."

B. Three Articles were preserved inside the Ark:

1) The Tablets of the Law - Deu 10:2 "And | will write on the tables the words that were in the first
tables which thou brakest, and thou shalt put them in the ark." Deu 10:5 "And | turned myself and came
down from the mount, and put the tables in the ark which | had made; and there they be, as the LORD
commanded me."

2) Manna - Exo 16:32-35 "And Moses said, This is the thing which the LORD commandeth, Fill an omer
of it to be kept for your generations; that they may see the bread wherewith | have fed you in the
wilderness, when | brought you forth from the land of Egypt. 33 And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot,
and put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the LORD, to be kept for your generations.
34 As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to be kept. 35 And the



children of Israel did eat manna forty years, until they came to a land inhabited; they did eat manna,
until they came unto the borders of the land of Canaan."

Deu 8:3 "And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou
knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by
bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live."

John 6:48-51 "l am that bread of life. 49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 50
This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. 51 | am the
living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the
bread that | will give is my flesh, which | will give for the life of the world."

3) Aaron's Rod that Budded - Num 17:10 "And the LORD said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again
before the testimony, to be kept for a token against the rebels; and thou shalt quite take away their
murmurings from me, that they die not."

**Heb 9:4 "Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold,
wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the
covenant;"

C. The Ark Itself - Heb 9:11-12 "But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 12 Neither
by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having
obtained eternal redemption for us."

Conclusion: What does this spiritual truth mean to you personally?




