JOB 23

Lord Where Are You?

I. Yearning for God to personally petition to.
(1) verses 1-6 — A comparison to Matt. 25: 1-13
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the
Bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish took their
Lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.
As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a
cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out and meet Him.” Then all those virgins rose and trimmed
their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise. Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out. But the wise answered saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather
to the dealers and buy for yourselves.” And while they were going to but the bridegroom came,
and those were ready went in with Him to the marriage feast and the door was shut. Afterward,
the other virgins came also saying, “Lord, Lord open to us.” But He answered, ‘Truly, | say to

you, | do not know you.” Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor hour.””

(2) verse 7 — A comparison to John 17:20-26

“l do not ask for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word. That they
may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and | in you, that they may be in us, so that the
world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me | have given to
them, that they be one even as we are one. | in them and You In me, that they may become
perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved
me. Father, | desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where | am, to
see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, and these know that you have
sent me. | made known to them your name, and | will continue to make it known, that the love

with which you have loved me may be in them, and | in them”



II. Working of the Spirit to Encourage and Coming Out as Pure Gold, Cherishing His Word

(1) verse 8-10

Wayne Grudem Systematic Theology pg. 641

It seems more accurate, therefore, to say that although the Holy Spirit does glorify Jesus, he also
frequently calls attention to his work and gives recognizable evidences that make his presence
known. Indeed, it seems that one of his primary purposes in the new covenant age is to the
manifest the presence of God to give indications that make the presence of God known. And
when the Holy Spirit works in various ways that can be perceived by believers or unbelievers,
this encourages people’s faith that God is near and that he is working to fulfill his purposes in

the church and to bring blessing to his people.

(A.) [Psa 139:7-12 ESV]

7 Where shall | go from your Spirit? Or where shall | flee from your presence? 8 If | ascend to
heaven, you are there! If | make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 9 If | take the wings of the
morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10 even there your hand shall lead me, and
your right hand shall hold me. 11 If | say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light
about me be night," 12 even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for

darkness is as light with you.

(B) [Dan 3:15-28 ESV]

15 Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe,
and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that | have made, well and good.
But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is
the god who will deliver you out of my hands?" 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered
and said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If

this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he



will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not
serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up." 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar
was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. 20 And
he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and
to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men were bound in their cloaks, their
tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the burning fiery
furnace. 22 Because the king's order was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the
fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 And these three men,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace. 24 Then King
Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his counselors, "Did we
not cast three men bound into the fire?" They answered and said to the king, "True, O king." 25
He answered and said, "But | see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they
are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods." 26 Then
Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, "Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out, and come here!" Then
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27 And the satraps, the prefects, the
governors, and the king's counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any
power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks were
not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said,
"Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered
his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king's command, and yielded up their bodies

rather than serve and worship any god except their own God.

(C) [Luk 22:31-32 ESV]

31 "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32

but | have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again,

strengthen your brothers."



(2) verse 11,12 - Cherishing His Word

[2Ti 3:10-17 ESV]

10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience,
my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch,
at lconium, and at Lystra--which persecutions | endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me.
12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil
people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for
you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you
learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed
out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in

righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

lll. Unchanging. True and Loving God, | Acknowledge With Trembling Heart
(1) verses 12-17
(A) [Luk 12:4-5 ESV]
4" tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing
more that they can do. 5 But | will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has

killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, | tell you, fear him!

(B) [Mat 7:21-23 ESV]

21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord," will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say
to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your
name, and do many mighty works in your name?' 23 And then will | declare to them, 'l

never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.'



(C) [Jhn 15:1-2, 6 ESV]

1"l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does
not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it
may bear more fruit. ... 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch

and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.



